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Thank you for taking the time to read
our Quarterly Community Newsletter. This is a
great way to stay updated on Lawrence news
items over the course of the year. Team and
Department reports will give you a better idea of
how the year is going for students and staff. The
first quarter of the year has been incredible here
at the Lawrence School. The elements of our
school motto: Pride, Respect, Responsibility &
Compassion, are alive and well in our corridors
and classrooms.
We are excited to continue with
the 2nd year of our Advisory Program for all
students. I like to think of Advisories as a homeroom with a heart. In addition to the Pledge of
Allegiance and attendance, the students have
extra time with their Advisory teacher to build a
positive connection with their peers and an
adult that does not have grading or disciplinary
responsibilities. Community spirit building
activities and monthly themes are introduced
with these small groups of students. Through
observations of these groups, it’s clear to see that
they each are taking on unique personalities, but
all are providing a great way for students and
staff to start their day. I encourage you to ask
your child about their Advisory friends and
some of the activities they are doing, or concepts
they are learning about and discussing on a daily
basis.

At the Lawrence School, the safety of our
students and staff is a top priority. In coordination
with the Superintendent and our building Safety
Team, we routinely review our practices for response
to emergency situations. We have also improved the
security of our building with upgrades to our camera
and intercom system. Through the introduction of
some components of ALICE, over the course of the
year, we will work with the community to ensure
that students and staff are feeling safe at school. An
important aspect of this work is to gauge student
stress levels, so please let someone at school know if
your child is feeling uncomfortable with any of our
current routines and practices.
Parent and community communication is an area where we continually try to improve
as a school. I encourage all parents/guardians
reading this to make sure that their contact
information in PowerSchool is up to date. When
we make ConnectEd calls, we always send an email,
which we understand is a preferred way to receive
our weekly communications. If you have not been
receiving these, there likely is a problem with how
your address is keyed into PowerSchool, or perhaps
we don’t have it? Please call the school to verify if
you think we may have missed you. Please keep in
touch, and help us keep you posted about the great
things that your kids are doing here at Lawrence.
Thank you for reading!
Sincerely,
Tom Bushy, Principal

——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

A Message from Assistant Principal Vieira,
Greetings! As you may know, a significant
portion of my job is dedicated to dealing with
student discipline issues. Though I’m happy to
report that overall students have been well behaved
so far this year, I am realistic about the fact that
this is a tricky age and peer to peer issues will come
up as the school year rolls along. We continue to
use a common language of behavior expectations of
our PAWS-itive behavior model. You can find the
behavior models and discipline codes in the

student handbook. The resources have been useful
when addressing behaviors and identifying
appropriate consequences.
Many of the peer issues we deal with
involve inappropriate communications on cell
phones and social media. We realize that the
devices and platforms the students use are a part of
today’s society and encourage appropriate use of
these, but there are steps that we can take to make
sure our kids are safe and not participating in or
being exposed to bullying or harassment. Please
talk to your children about social media’s pros and
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cons and encourage them to report
when they see something inappropriate. Specifically, talk to your child
about sending or receiving threats and
inappropriate images. Both scenarios
would result in interactions with our
School Resource Officer, Ryan Hergt.
Mr. Bushy and I are visiting
classrooms to talk about behavior
concerns in a proactive way. Our goal
is to pre-address issues in an effort to
support students and staff. Please ask
your child about the quarterly visit and
the items that we are discussing.
Sincerely,
Rebecca Vieira, Assistant Principal

Team One News
The first few nerve-wracking days of
7th grade are long passed and everyone
seems to have adjusted very well. Like
old pros, Team 1 students are able to
negotiate their lockers, schedules,
teachers and workload! Sadly, our
team field day was rained out, but we
hope to have more fun things to offer
during the school year.
English classes started the year with
work on structured writing, short
stories, the Elements of Fiction and the
inaugural activities of the Companion
Book Project. Many thanks to the
FEF for providing the funding for
these current titles that match the
themes in our first novel, The
Outsiders. Students are learning how
to annotate a text and conduct Socratic
Seminars in order to sharpen their
critical thinking and analytical abilities
and uncover deeper meaning in the
texts. The Outsiders will take us
through mid- December. Then break
out your Brylcreem and leather jackets,
Mustang convertibles and madras
shirts as we primp for the annual Socs
and Greasers Day!

In math, we reviewed order of
operations, expanded our knowledge
and use of integers and then moved
into our rational numbers (fractions)
unit. We have integrated negative
numbers into all of our chapters giving
our students a challenge, especially
with negative rational numbers. We
will start next quarter with simplifying
algebraic expressions and move into
solving multistep equations. Please
make sure your student checks the
homework link daily and Mrs.
Mulvey’s website for helpful videos,
games and other useful information.
Social studies appropriately began
early in the year with the study of early
humans. Nomads evolving into settled
farmers and then the development of
civilizations told us the story of the first
3000 years of the history of man. So
much of what we take for granted
today, the wheel, the plow, our
numbering system, government and
laws, were invented or developed in
this era. Our student’s eyes and minds
were opened to appreciating history
and how important it is to understanding the world today.
Science began with an activity that
taught us about models and the nature
of science. The nature of science has
remained a focus, as we have worked
with different ways to deal with
different kinds of data, including a big
focus on graphing. In recent weeks, we
have focused on Types and Forms of
Energy and continued to use our
graphing skills to show their relationships. Also, weather permitting, we
have been visiting our Vernal Pool
about once a week, as we observe
changes to the pond and also will be
tracking changes to certain trees in the
area.

Team Two News
It’s hard to believe that we are already
entering Quarter 2 and the first
quarter of seventh grade is behind us!
It was an excellent start to the 20182019 school year. The students came
in eager and ready to learn and
remained focused right through the
end of the quarter. Here’s a little of
what they were learning in each class
and where we are headed next;
In social studies with Ms. LeLacheur,
students hit the ground running with
some early lessons on timeline skills
and annotation. Then they traveled
back in time to Ancient Mesopotamia
to explore all the treasure that society
left behind. As the lessons shift into
quarter 2 our travels will continue, it’s
off to Egypt next for pyramids,
pharaohs and mummies...oh my!
In Ms. Galligan’s English class,
students have been busy bees.
They came into the year with their
summer reading ready to go and they
were in full swing with writing skills,
reading and poetry. Now as quarter 2
begins they are to the most beloved
part of the curriculum The Outsiders!
Keep an eye out for Greasers/Socs day
in December.
In Ms. Cruse’s science class, the
student’s focus of quarter 1 was
exploring the vernal pools. Now they
have begun to look at energy and heat
including the ever exciting bunsen
burners. Next up for Science will be
Earth’s formation and Ms. Cruse
would like to remind students and
parents to begin thinking about
possible projects for the Science Fair
later on this winter.
In math with Ms. Solich the quarter 1
brought operations, integers and
rational numbers. As they move into
quarter 2 students are beginning
expressions, equations, and
inequalities.
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As always Team 2 teachers would like
to remind parents and students if
you’re checking Powerschool and have
any questions or concerns to feel free
to email teachers and encourage after
school help as well. Please enjoy the
photo of the Team 2 Science students
working hard at the vernal pool!

Team Three News
Team 3 students have had a great start
to the school year and a successful first
quarter. Our students learned many
new things while adjusting to life in a
new school.

In Mr. Buscher’s math classes, the overriding concept being taught this year is
problem solving using a prescribed
method. Students continue to study
the topics of exponents, orders of
operations, integers and operations
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with fractions (including negative
fractions) and properties, highlighted
by the distributive property. As we
move forward, students will be working
more with variables, including solving
equations with variables.
In social studies, students began the
year learning what historians, archaeologists and anthropologists do. We had
the opportunity to handle and analyze
artifacts from the Falmouth Historical
Society’s collection. As part of the
“Early Humans” unit of the Ancient
Civilizations curriculum, students
learned about Palaeolithic and
Neolithic people and the first
civilizations in Mesopotamia. Students
participated in graded discussions,
annotated challenging primary sources
and wrote evidence based paragraphs
about what they learned. They were
also assessed through a few different
quizzes and tests. In the second
quarter, we will study the Ancient
Egyptians and Israelites.
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organized in their interactive science
notebooks. These skills will be helpful
when selecting and conducting a
science fair experiment over the winter
for the Falmouth Public Schools
Science and Engineering Fair.

In Unlocking Social Studies, students
completed a unit through Facing
History and Ourselves called My Part of
the Story: Exploring Identity in the U.S.
Students began to explore the relationship between their own identity and
The Outsiders written by S.E. Hinton
that of America as a whole. Students
will be the focus of Quarter 2 in ELA. also worked on their own country and
We will be exploring the themes that
culture projects and presented them to
are presented through the conflicts in the class. Students spent some time
the story and writing an essay based on reviewing their knowledge of U.S.
one of them. Students will have the
geography and catching up on current
opportunity to choose one to follow as events.
we read and discuss the novel.
If you have any questions regarding
In science, students have been
your student, please don’t hesitate to
introduced to the science lab and the
contact the teachers or the team leader,
scientific method - with bubble gum.
Mr. Buscher. We look forward to a
We studied in-depth, the reproductive terrific second quarter working with
strategies of plants, then photosynthe- your students!
sis and they are currently studying the
formation of the Earth. We have had
many outdoor learning activities this
year including pollination observations, seed dispersal techniques in the
Like Lawrence School on
pollinator garden and vernal pool
Facebook! Stay connected
ecology monitoring. This year’s focus
with all the current events and
has been scientific inquiry and
happenings going on!
thinking. This involves careful
observations, detailed scientific
drawing, along with keeping their work

Team Four News
The start of the year has been very
successful for the students and
teachers on Team 4. Our Team Day
on October 19th was a lot of fun. It
was great to see everyone working
together during our team building
activities at Fuller Field.
As we approach the holiday season, it
is important to remind your child to
maintain their focus on their schoolwork. Sometimes the hustle and bustle of this time of year
combined with breaks in the school
calendar can be a distraction for some
students. We ask that you help your
child to stay on top of their
assignments while becoming a more
independent learner. As a reminder,
they should be writing down the
homework each night in their agenda
and it is expected that they will have
between one and one and a half hours
of homework each night (including
study time). If they are absent they
need to check in to find out what
work they need to complete.
Wednesday and Thursday are our
team stay days and we would love to
see anyone that needs help. Also,
please make sure to look at the parent
portal in Power School to see your
child’s progress so far this year. If you
have any questions or concerns please
feel free to contact us. Email usually
gets the fastest reply.

Team Five News
Team 5 is happy to report
that we had a great first
quarter. It has been
wonderful getting to know
all of these excellent
students. We had a fun
team building field trip to
the Heights field where
students had a fun time
sharing a picnic lunch and
competing against each
other in games. For the
third year in a row, Mrs.
Phares took the prize for
the winning advisory.
During quarter 1 the students have been working hard. In science they have
been studying elements, compounds and mixtures. Social Studies classes have
been learning about Islam.
We have been having a great time acting out “Twelve Angry Men” in English
class and math students continue to develop the skills that will prepare them for
high school and beyond.
We are proud of everyone’s hard work and look forward to watching how much
everyone will learn and grow throughout the year. We would encourage everyone to take advantage of call back days (Wednesdays and Thursdays) when they
need extra help, or they want to get ahead. Mrs. Alves is also available at most
lunch periods. The team is also looking for donations of tissues, disinfectant
wipes and allergy friendly snacks.
The team teachers would also like to highlight the fact that this group of students includes some of the most empathetic, kind and helpful children that we
have ever worked with. We are particularly impressed with the way students are
willing to help others. Thank you and keep up the good work!

Team Six News

Thanks,
Team 4 teachers

Team 6 students had a blast getting to know each other at Goodwill
Park by spending the day participating in Team-Building activities. What
a fun day for everyone and a great start to the year.
We also had our first Student of the Month celebration!!! Some of these
students were rewarded for having Positive
Attitudes and others for their Manners and Respect.
Please keep checking PowerSchool to ensure your student is staying up
to date with class assignments!
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In math, students in Algebra CP are
investigating functions. The class will
be learning to write equations in slopeintercept form and point-slope form.
They will be comparing and
contrasting slope to identify parallel or
perpendicular lines. Students in
Algebra 1 Part 1 have been creating
and solving one-step, two-step and
multi-step equations. The class has
been annotating written problems and
using their skills to find a solution.
Both classes will continue to investigate
slope in relation to rates of change.
The online skill building system,
ALEKS, creates an opportunity for
students to build their math skills
interactively. Algebra 1 Part 1 students
should be completing 30 minutes of
ALEKS practice per week. We are
currently at 4 hours of online practice
time.

In social studies, students spent the
majority of the first marking period
completing their unit on Christianity.
This included the religion’s rise,
growth and spread throughout the
Roman Empire and development into
the present day. Students have since
begun their unit on Islam, which has
included a study of the religion’s origin
as well as an emphasis on The Five
Pillars of Islam, including artwork to
illustrate these cornerstones of the
faith.

In science, students have been
exploring all about matter. So far, they
have defined matter, identified and
measured properties of matter, looked
at how to classify of matter and
explored physical and chemical
changes in matter. They also
participated in their first Pond Study,
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an ongoing program done in collaboration with volunteers from WBNERR
researching the ponds surrounding our
school.
In English, students have thoroughly
enjoyed reading Animal Farm by
George Orwell. We delved into the
Russian Revolution for a few days to
gain a bit of background and then read
how Napoleon managed to gain
control of the farm through some
interesting tactics. It is nice to see the
enthusiasm in all the classes and have
the students interested in a book. The
students are prepared and ready on a
daily basis, so thank you for your
support. We will be reading more
books in class this year along with
independent reading as well.

Library Media Center

The school year is in full swing, and the
library is busy! We had our first Maker Club
meeting at the beginning of October with
many new faces! Students were able to test out
all the tech gadgets. With a large grant from
FEF this year, we were able to purchase more
Sphero robots (a crowd favorite), iPads and
littleBits, circuits for students to use
during Maker Club and lunch time. In
looking ahead at our December Maker Club
meeting, students will have a chance to code
Spheros through a mini-golf course for Hour of
Code Week!
Community Service Learning Team 4 students
visited the library when school started to gather
research for their documentary projects. The students used their critical thinking skills to analyze information from books,
library databases and the Internet to assist in creating their documentaries and did a fantastic job citing their sources using
NoodleTools.
We have had a few classes visit the library to try their hand at our Escape Room kit called BreakoutEDU. The 7th grade
math lab classes needed to use their background knowledge on mean, median and mode to “breakout”. Team 2
unlocking social studies students were able to travel back in time to the 80’s and strengthen their problem solving skills by
completing a Tetris puzzle, traveling down the Oregon Trail and figuring out “where in the world is Carmen Sandiego”!
Ms. Hines is in the process of changing the fiction collection from being categorized alphabetically to sorted by genre. The
hope is students will find the library layout easier to navigate and be able to find the books they want independently and
quickly! Sorting books by genre will also allow students to easily find read-alikes for some of their favorite titles. The plan is
to have all the books in their new homes by the end of the school year.

7th Grade Engineering
We are having an exciting year so far
in 7th Grade Engineering! Team 3
students began their engineering
adventures by exploring the
engineering design process. They
designed, built and tested bottle
rockets that would fly as high as
possible. The highest rockets flew over
275 feet!

Now students are exploring transportation technology and alternative
energy as we design and build solar
powered vehicles. This project also
introduces students to basic building
techniques and prepares them for
future projects in both the 7th and
8th grade shops. Keep an eye out for
solar car races in the next few weeks.

Team 3 students will finish up their
course in early December with work
on robotics and communications
technology. Our workshop will be full
of lights and motion as students
design and build robotic displays for a
Robotic Zoo event.

——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————-

8th Grade Engineering

th

Things are off to a busy start in the 8
grade Engineering program this year!
We are currently working with Team
6 students whose prior engineering
experience with Ms. Lewis has allowed
us to review many of last year’s
concepts and then launch right into
construction. Our overall focus in 8th
grade is to provide students with the
opportunity to understand and
explore the presence of engineering
and problem solving in the world
around them and to pick up some
construction skills of their own at the
same time.
In early November, the entire team
took part in an Ecothon trash
clean-up as a fundraiser for our
Building Blitz and Rube Run projects.
Students collected pledges per pound

and then took part in a neighborhood
trash clean-up. Upon returning to
school, we weighed and disposed of
the trash, which totaled 774 pounds
and helped us raise money to put
toward our Building Blitz, which
allows students to construct benches,
picnic tables, bike racks, kiosks and
other items as gifts for local schools
and organizations.
We also recently completed a study of
bridges in which students constructed
their own plywood bridge to hold a 10
pound weight and stand up to the
force of a leaf blower.
Currently, students are constructing
their own display shelves using logos
designed with google docs and then
carved into their shelves using our

Physical Education
The PE department has recently
finished up with Flag football for 7th
graders and Flag Rugby for 8th grade.
Students completed full games and
worked on a variety of skills involved
in invasion type games. They will
continue the team sport theme until
Thanksgiving break.

Students will then be starting net
games and fitness Units. Badminton
and Volleyball will be introduced in
the gymnasium, where fitness units
will be taking place in our fitness
center.

new CNC router. This device allows
students to lay out a display of clip
art and font work on a computer,
convert it to a jpeg and send it to a
mechanical deck which allows a palm
router to carve their design into a
piece of lumber. This has greatly
enhanced the personalization value
of our display shelf project and allowed students to create their own
professional looking designs for
display in the school and at home!
We will wrap up the trimester with a
large scale Rube Goldberg device that
will run through the auditorium in a
team-wide competition!
Please visit www.tinyurl.com/
engineering8 for pictures, videos and
more information!

Tech 21
Team 1 will be wrapping up the
trimester on November 30. Students
have created rap videos and podcasts.
You can view work soon at the new
home of the Bulldog Bulletin
(https://www.falmouth.k12.ma.us/
domain/675).
Any student interested in creating
content or anchoring for our Bulldog
YouTube channel should see Mrs.
O'Connell.
Coding Club meets on Wednesdays. Check weekly announcements
and the Week Ahead for details about
each week's activities.

As the old saying
goes, breakfast is the
most important meal
of the day!
Often students miss
class time due to
complaints of headaches or stomachaches that can frequently be traced
back to not eating breakfast that
morning. Many students state they
“don’t have time” or “woke up late.” It
is a good idea to have granola bars,
fruit, or some kind of quick and easy
item to grab for rushed mornings.
Eating breakfast is very important for
health and learning. Encourage your
child to eat a healthy breakfast before
starting the day at school. Please note
that students can also eat breakfast at
school as well, if breakfast at home is
not an option.
If your child is planning to play a
winter sport at Lawrence, NOW is the
time to check if their physical is

Health Office
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available in the Health Office, as well
as in the girls' gym locker room. When
a change of clothes is needed,
having a spare set in their locker will
help lessen any feelings of embarrassment and get them back to class fastLet’s fight the flu together! Get yourer. Although we have a supply of
self and your child vaccinated this
clothes here at school, many times we
year. There are many flu clinics in
are unable to find the right size. It will
town and your doctor’s office as well
be more comfortable and
as CVS, Walmart and others are offer- convenient for your child to be
ing the vaccine. Washing your
prepared for any accident with a spare
hands frequently, covering your sneeze set of their own clothes.
and cough into your elbow, and cleaning frequently touched
Just a reminder, postural, height,
objects will help prevent the spread of weight and vision screenings will be in
germs.
the near future. If you would like to
opt your child out of any of the
For the parents of girls: it is a good
screenings, please contact the nurse, if
idea for the girls to have an extra set of you haven't already done so.
pants/underwear for the
unexpected onset of their period.
Thanks for your help in keeping your
These accidents do happen on a
children healthy!
regular basis but can be easily dealt
with at school with a minimum of
Mattie Leocadio, RN, BSN
missed class time if your daughter is
prepared. We have feminine supplies

current. Physicals are valid for 13
months from the date they last had
one. Call the Health Office with any
questions.

School Play Announced

The school play this year will be

Foreign Language Day of the Dead lobby display.

Into The Woods, Jr.!
Auditions - January 16th & 17th, 2019.
Information will be provided by the
December break so students can
prepare for auditions.
Show dates are Mother’s Day weekend
2:00 & 7:00 Saturday, May 11, 2019
2:00 Sunday, May 12, 2019
Cooking with Foreign Language classes.

