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A Message From The Principal
Dear Lawrence School Families,
To all our Lawrence School families - I hope everyone is doing well during this
unprecedented and uncertain time. I truly appreciate all your efforts in supporting your
children at your home schools. As a parent of school children in this district, I am tuned in
to the challenges you are facing with balancing your personal and professional lives.
I understand this is not easy. This is challenging for your children’s teachers as well, we
truly are in this together. We are here for you - please keep in touch!
Sincerely,
Tom Bushy, Principal
“Hope is the thing with feathers that perches in the soul - and sings the tunes without the words - and
never stops at all.”
- Emily Dickinson
——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
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A Message from Assistant Principal Vieira,
My usual message at this time of the school year includes reminders about upcoming MCAS
testing. Last week Governor Baker announced that MCAS testing is cancelled for this school
year, which I hope provides some relief for our students and families.
As we continue our journey with remote learning, I want to remind students and families of
best practices while using online platforms:
•
Be mindful of your communications - when sending a text message to a friend or
adding a comment to your google classroom, think before you post
Be on the lookout for cyberbullying - be an ally and report negative interactions to
a trusted adult and contact Mrs. Vieira
•

Strike a media balance - between social media use and remote learning as we are in
front of our screens more than ever, remember to take a break from the screens to
support your wellbeing
•

Finally, I truly hope that you and your family are well, this is a difficult time for all of us, but
we are all in this together and please reach out if I can support you or your student in any
way.
Sincerely,
Rebecca Vieira, Assistant Principal

Team One News
A big shout out to the team -- students,
families, educators and all who serve
the Lawrence community! We have
pulled together rapidly in the midst of
the sudden changes and stressful
situations. Thank you, everyone!
The last day
of physical
school was
also our
team’s last
day of the
Engineering
class with
Ms. Lewis.
We celebrated with our
Mash-Up
Museum, a
fusing of robotics and narrative
writing.

Math is covering geometry. Social
Studies examines ancient Greece,
Rome and then
connects to US Government.
Science continues to examine the
human impact on the world and
natural cycles from as far away as the
depths of the ocean to our own backyards.
The robot sculptures were clever and
fun, as were the supernatural stories.
Our next trimester class is Digital
Literacy, and from the looks of it,
students are well ensconced in
becoming good digital citizens.
In quarter 4, ELA celebrates National
Poetry Month in April and then on to
literary nonfiction.

Please reach out to us with questions
and concerns, even just to say hello.
Thanks for all of the support you are
able to provide for your children,
encouraging them to join the Zoom
meet-ups and helping them navigate
Google Classroom. We really
appreciate it!

Team Two News
We are very pleased at the way team 2
has stepped up to the challenges of
remote learning. Students have been
working hard and communicating with
their teachers often. We know this
“new normal” is tough and it has been
ever evolving. So know that your

efforts are recognized and applauded,
both students and parents.
We’d like to remind families to
continue to encourage their students to
look on Google Classroom. The work
that your students will complete can be
found here. Please reach out for any

support you need from the team.
Students should email their teachers
with any specific subject questions.
We may be at a distance, but we are
here for you. Keep up the good work
families! We’re all in this together.

Team Three News
We just completed our first team
"zoom"! The plan is to have them every
Monday at 12:00 and 12:30 depending
on your student’s social studies class.
The participation was awesome! Next
week the theme is, "Bring your pet/
interest to school"! We will have some
fun with that.
We hope all is well with you and your
family. If you need help with anything,
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please reach out and email or text one
of us for support.

expectations. All work should be
completed by the end of Friday.

Your children should be getting about
3 assignments a day, Monday through
Thursday. Friday is a catchup day.

Please email us if you have concerns. Enjoy your time with your
families.

There will be a calendar on Google
Classroom each week so you know
what is expected of your child. Your
children will be getting lessons or
videos to help them with these

Team Four News
We hope everyone is doing well.
Recently, we sent out an email
explaining how the team planned to
operate during the school closure. If
you haven't had a chance to view the
“Team 4 Daily Assignment Log”, it's a
great place for your child to start the
day and see what work they are
responsible for completing. Please
reach out to any of the teachers if you
need the link.

Team Five News
We hope your child has adapted to the
new school schedule.

Teachers are posting assignments daily
and weekly. These assignments will be
graded and posted into PowerSchool
for the quarter 4 grade. These current
assignments are the only ones students
should be working on, not any past
work in Google Classroom. If your
child misses an assignment and makes
it up later than the due date, please
have your child email the teacher so
Please remind your child to check their that they get credit for the work.
Google Classroom pages and we hope Also, if your child has any questions,
to see everyone soon.
please encourage them to contact
teachers by email.

Team Six News
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Teachers may be sending out Zoom
invitations to students for the purpose
of collaboration and discussions of the
class assignments and to assist with any
clarification. The students are expected
to act appropriately during the Zoom
meeting- as if they were in the classroom. The district also has specific
guidelines and rules for virtual/remote
learning which prohibits videotaping,
sharing, posting or saving.
We would love to hear from you.
Please let us know how you are and if
there is anything we can do to help
during this time.

Music, Band & Chorus

The Lawrence School Choir is using a
program called MusicFirst to record
themselves as they sing. So far they
Students are stepping up both socially have recorded an 'Echo Me'
over the internet and in the new world assignment, sight-reading tasks and
classroom. I’d remind parents and
they are now working on recording
students to continue to check the
new music. Their first new piece is
team’s Google Classrooms for lessons 'Somewhere Over the Rainbow' from
and social events. Please email the
the musical 'The Wizard of Oz'.
appropriate teacher with any questions
Students are currently working on
or concerns.
making recordings of their individual
In some ways we are more accessible
parts on their device at home which is
than before so don’t be shy. At Meet
then sent to Mrs. Cahill through
the Teacher Night last fall you may
MusicFirst. New repertoire for spring
recall me saying, “we don’t hear
includes 'You Will Be Found' from the
enough from you.” Well, the welcome musical 'Dear Evan Hanson' and
mat is still out!
'When I Grow Up' from the musical
Matilda. Exciting times ahead!
I’m very proud of how Team 6 has
tackled our ongoing challenge.

Like Lawrence School on
Facebook! Stay connected
with all the current events and
happenings going on!
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Mrs. Cahill's general music classes are
also sending recording assignments of
their vocal performances or
performances on a variety of
instruments at home and are learning
how to use a computer program called
'Soundtrap' to make digital recordings
right from their devices. For their first
recording project, students played a 5

note scale in the key of G. They are
currently expanding on that to make a
recording of Beethoven's 'Ode to Joy'
in the key of G major. Submissions
from students include vocal
performances and performances on the
ukulele, digital piano, guitar and
recorder. Next up: How to write and
record a 12 Bar Blues song!
The Lawrence School band has just
completed its first remote music
project: a virtual performance of Project
Mars by Michael Story. This is one of
the pieces that the group had prepared
for the cancelled All Bands Night
performance. Each student recorded
their part from home on a phone,
chromebook or other device and sent
the recording to Mr. Fietek. Then he
combined each part to make a virtual
band!
Up next: learning the fun and entertaining More Cowbell by Mark
Williams.

7th Grade Engineering
Team 1 students finished up their
Engineering trimester recently with an
interdisciplinary Robotic Literature
project. They wrote character
descriptions for a narrative writing
unit in English class and then made
hummingbird robots to represent
those characters in engineering class.
Everyone showed off their final
projects to staff and students at a
successful “Mashup Museum” open

house even. It was great to have an
audience for our work!
Team 3 students recently began their
engineering adventures in Google
Classroom with a Social Distancing
Design Challenge. The challenge was
to create something that will improve
the social distancing experience for
someone else. As of this writing, some
very creative and empathetic designs

are in the works, including board
games, a digital dance class, new
recipes and creative mental health
routines. Engineering class may look a
bit different online than it would in
the workshop at school, but the
themes of innovation and problemsolving continue to be woven into
everything we do!

8th Grade Engineering
We are keeping busy in the 8th grade
Engineering program this year!
We finished working with team 4
students just prior to the school
closure. Our overall focus in 8th grade
is to provide students with the
opportunity to understand and
explore the presence of engineering
and problem solving in the world
around them and to pick up some
construction skills of their own at the
same time.
On the last days of the trimester, we
ran our 9th annual Great Racemodeled on the Alaskan Iditarod.
During this project, students were
organized into teams based on their
engineering classes and built sleds
with wheels. Each team consisted of a

were tasked with timing the race,
building checkpoint signs
proportional to their locations in
Alaska and greeting guests, including
6th graders from Morse Pond and
4th graders from Mullen Hall.

musher, who volunteered to ride the
sled and 5-6 runners, who pulled the
sled with ropes. A 1-mile race course
was established around the school and
a record 9 teams competed to see
which could run the course in the
fastest time. Students not running

The new trimester has team 6
students working online to modify
projects from the shop using
materials they can build in their own
homes. The year will finish with a
virtual Rube Goldberg style project to
run between individual homes
online. We will post videos at the
end of the year.
Please visit www.tinyurl.com/
engineering8 for pictures, videos and
more information!

Digital Literacy & Innovation
Now that it's trimester 3, team 1 has
Digital Literacy & Innovation,
or DLI.
Students should be checking their
DLI Google Classroom for
assignments daily and they should
return a day or two later to see feedback comments on work they have
turned in. Every Monday there's a
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reading activity posted and lessons
post on Wednesdays.
The start of the trimester focuses on
digital citizenship, how to manage
your life online. Learning focuses on
digital footprints, copyright, social
media and media balance. Parents,
watch your email for some helpful tips
and activities you can use at home
with our lessons!

Students in DLI make birthday
announcements for their peers and
during building-based learning, they
appear daily on our cafeteria
monitor. During remote learning, a
variation of this tradition
continues! If you have a birthday
coming up, check your email to see
your announcement.
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Health Office
Hey there bulldogs,
Nurse Matty here. I sure
do miss seeing all your
faces! Hope everyone is
healthy and adjusting
well to our current
situation. I hope you are
all taking care of yourselves!!
Try to maintain a regular routine as
much as possible. Wake up at a decent
time, get some exercise in everyday
(there are lots of exercises you can do
right at home with no equipment), eat
healthy foods (veggies and fruits) with
some occasional desert thrown in!
Make sure you are hydrating and
not just with sugary drinks, water is
still your best option!
Please, avoid as much screen time as
possible, get plenty of fresh air, even if
it’s just stepping outside your house
for a few minutes and do some deep
breathing!

Just some reminders about COVID19:
Remember that the main mode of
transmission is respiratory droplets.
So, when a person coughs or sneezes,
even when they talk, they’re emitting
respiratory droplets. These droplets
land on surfaces or they directly enter
your eyes, nose, or mouth when
you’re talking to the other person.
Therefore, you should be wearing a
mask in public and staying home as
much as possible.
When the droplets land on
surfaces and you touch that surface
and unknown to you, you touch your
eyes, nose, or mouth, that’s how the
virus is spread to you. Therefore, you
should be washing your hands for no
less than 20 seconds (sing Happy
Birthday 2x) and use friction (rubbing
hands together well) to shed the virus
off.

•

•
•

•
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80% of people will have mild
symptoms (fever, tiredness, dry
cough)
99% of infected people will have
a fever 99° or higher
15% of infected people will have
severe symptoms (shortness of
breath, high fever…)
5% will have critical symptoms
and will need to go on a
ventilator

So, if you have a fever and cough, call
your doctor and make sure you
isolate yourself, rest and hydrate.
I just want you all to know that I’m
available to you and your family by
email at any time. I check my email
multiple times a day so I will get
back to you quickly. My email is
mleocadio@falmouth.k12.ma.us
Please email me if you have any
questions or concerns, or even just to
say hi, I would love to hear from you!!

Science Fair Photos

Falmouth Clipper
water bottles were
distributed to all
Lawrence School
students and staff!

