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Why a District Literacy Action Plan?

¼ Literacy skills linked to employability & income

¼ For some children, school provides the only literacy 
experiences

¼ We need to continue to work to close the 
άachievement gapέ 

¼ Research tells us that ELL, άƳƻōƛƭƛǘȅέΣ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ, 
health, background knowledge, effective instruction 
impact student performance



¼ Only 1/3 of students read at or above the 
proficient level; 1/3 at basic level and 1/3 
read below basic level

¼ Roughly80%of students diagnosed with 
specific learning disabilities are attributed to 
problems in reading

Nationally: Reading Skills



Nationally: Career & College Ready

¼ 4 out of 10 new jobs will need advanced 
education or training (Dohm& Shnipe, 2007). 

¼ 15 of the 30 fastest growing fields will need 
at least a ōŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ (Bureau of Labor 

Statistics, 2008). 

¼ Today, just 39%of young people earn a two-
year or four-year college degree (National Center 

for Public Policy and Higher Education, 2008)

Source: Transforming American Education: Learning Powered by Technology  
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2010 ACT MA Graduates Outscored Nation:
¼ The state scored #1: English, Math, Reading, Science

2009 SAT Results
¼ 3rd highest participation rate with 72 % of public 

school students (vs. 36% average for other states)

¼ Among states with participation rates of 60 % or 
higher, MA ranked: 
Å#1 in Math  
Å#2 in Critical Reading and Writing 

MA students nationally?



2009 NAEP Results

ÅIn Reading:
Å4th graders ranked #1
Å8th graders tied for #1 

ÅIn Mathematics:
Å8th graders ranked#1
Å4th graders tied for #1

MA students nationally?



How are Falmouth students doing?

http://blogs.falmouth.k12.ma.us/simplysuzy/2010/05/11/who-wants-to-be-a-junior-reporter/img_0746/

